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LORD OF HOSTS is' the official publication of the Miller Number Custodian",'"' 
John Leeder,. 121 19th Ave* ITE 9 Calgary, Alta 0 9 Canada T2S 1H9 0 



P o li cv,, , „St at eaen t,g^and^ener al. > Chat : 

As incoming MC f I suppose I 9 d better say some things about the direc- 
tions this sine will take {as much as I can. head it in any particular direc- 
tion, or want to)*. RUMSIONE readers, please, bear with- me; you've read some 
of this already 9 but not all* 

The basic function of the HNC is to assign Miller lumbers to postal (or 
quasi-postal) games of variant Diplomacy B and to publish a sine listing 
these , as well as complete (or as complete as possible) statistics on such 
games when they finish* Period «, If I perform this function satisfactorily, 
I will consider my -tenure as Custodian to be a successful ons 0 

Nevertheless, I would prefer it if LORD 01? HOSTS were more than a, dry 
statistics zine„'. I'd like it to be interesting; I'd like people to get I&H 
out of more than a sense of duty and tradition (more about that later) e I 
donH delude myself that I can do it all myself 5 Diplomacy is my second- 
ranking hobby (folk music having first call on ny leisure time), and my com- 
mitments to the hobby are already somewhat high 0 . . 

X need help! In addition to the statistical content of this is sue ? and- 
the "housekeeping" (including picking up lots of pieces after a desultory 
latter tenure of Greg Costikyan) , I hope to write some stuff of interest to 
variant enthusiasts in general. After that, it's up to the readers 9 in large 
measure * I 9 d like letters of comments either on what I've written or events 
in the variant world, or variants themselves (nothing like healthy disagree- 
ment in the letter column to make interesting reading — and I do mean "healthy 
No vendettas 9 please I ) ^v';! 8 d like articles*, J.*d even like newly-designed vari- 
ants themselves (although I can't promise to spend hours drawing maps or typ- 
ing rules) 0 

Robert Sacks , by his own account 9 "burned himself out" trying to make 
LORD Of HOSTS into an interesting readers" zine 0 I* in not going to do that* 
If the variant hobby doesn°t respond to reasonable efforts to stimulate con- 
tributions s so be it; I'll quite happily perform the basic M£TC functions, 
and LOH will quite happily continue as a dry atatszineo It°d be nice, though, . 

Sethojteof^^ It has been traditional for publishers 

wIToTjTcl!^^ in their sine to trade aIl~for~ all, as 

it is an official hobby publication performing a valuable hobby function 0 
I don fi t know whether' or not this tradition is being carried on at present 
(I did not receive a subscription list from Greg Costikyan) . I would like 
to encourage all-for-all trades with any publisher who can see his way 
clear* 

However? I recognise that it would be easy for a publisher who is not 
public-spirited or not in touch with hobby tradition ^or -nocr) to reason 
that LORD OP HOSTS i3.a bad deal for his money* It is published less fre- 
quently than most zines (I expect it to be quarterly* If the. material allows; 
in the past couple of Jiears it has come out even less frequently and In its 
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basic form it*s not very entertaining,, I expect that the entertainment value 
and punctuality of LOH will improve over what it*s "been lately; nevertheless, 
for publishers who absolutely -cannot trade all-for-all with what admittedly 
will never he an equivalent dollar value to a mainstream sine, I offer an al- 
ternative: I am willing to include .LOH in a mutual- subscript ions trade for 
RUNESTONE t my major zine (as well as BAT 0 CHE „ my French-language warehouse 
zine„ for those who want it)o Publishers of variants who already get. RUNE- 
STONE will already get this deal; it's available to others as well* 

(Note that I expect to publish LORD OF HOSTS at a slight loss* as ' I do 
RUNE5TGHB; I will therefore be assuming this loss myself rather than robbing 
the MNG treasury by using this method*.' 

(Note also that I will not trade on a mutual subscription basis ;for only 
EQftD OF HOSTS* This would have the potential of being financially ruinous?; 

A third 5 . vastly less desirable, alternative, is for publishers to send 
me complete information on game starts (type of variant, zine, W f player 
list — I a d appreciate players* first names as well as surmanes) and game 
completions ^all zines and G-Ms, including season when changeovers took place % 
all players for all countries 9 including season \7hen changeovers took places- 
supply centre chart) a If you send me the issues of your sine when game starts' 
and game completions took place, I will send you the issues -of. LOH which 
list them 0 If you just send me the informations I'll just send you the appro- 
priate information. 

Theoretically, LORD OP HOSTS should document the entire variant hobby*. 
I would like to approach this standard as closely as poseible 0 I ean ? t do it 
without the help of all GMs and publishers of variant postal games* 

j^QXJLinancial letters; The subscription rate for LOH will be 2^/page plus 
postage 9 same as forall my other sines. Ion-trade subscribers should send 
a couple of dollars and I'll keep track of your credit* mutual-subscription 
traders, ooechiit rag.' with a reasonable amount of sub credit to your zine and 
I 9 11 credit you with an equivalent amount 9 ' 

(I credit non-Canadian funds at current exchange rates from the most re- 
cent newspaper I have on hand*) 

Bote that the non-mandatory $1 donation requested by the Boardman Number 
Custodian fo<;enoh number assigned does not apply to the Miller Mumbers 0 
Please don^t send money; it embarasses fie.,. Requests for Killer lumbers 
will be more rapidly filled if you send a self-adressed envelope and Canadi- 
an postage or equivalent „ (ifote that Ganadian postage rates are expected to 
take a drastic hike come January 0 The airmail letter rate to the U.S.. will 
probably be 350 (= at current exchange) * ) 

I received Robert Sacks' cheque the other day; the MO treasury contains 
$105U3 o I plan to stick this in a daily interest account and absorb minor cost 
of day-to-day operation myself 0 

"Politics " ( t I guess it should be said* The variant hobby over the past few 
years has been strongly influenced by the fact that two of its major figures ♦ 
Robert Sack3 and Rod Walker, both former MNCs and strong hobby workers,, don* t 
like each other much and find it difficult to agree on things (although, to 
give them credits they've tried *♦») 

I have had many dealings with both Rod and Robert over the years* On some 
occasions I've agreed with one or the other, on some occasions disagreed* I 
have tried to stay out of disagreements between them unless I strongly felt 
that one or the other was right and that it mattered strongly „. I flatter my- 
self that both Robert and Rod count me as a friend (or at least as a non- 
enemy) and that I can continue to work with them while maintaining my inde- 
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nendenc© of factionalism 0 I will not lend the weight of the IMG office to 
internecine squabbles; I wiJi follow what I believe to be rational courses 
and trust that both RoberT and Rod will respect my views even when they 
<5on*t agree with them, 

Flnanc i a 1 , Up d at e ; On October 7th I opened a daily interest savings account 
C£'n my nameT^SuT containing only "the WG Treasury),, The balance was £124«87 
Canadian; the interest rate at the time was 16 5/4 per cent 0 Just thought 
you*d like to know,.*. 

What 'a, Been §,qi3^G:,Qn; Greg Costikyan, outgoing MC, and Rod Walker,, head of 
"lEeTToTfSTSeric^rTarlant Bank 5 carried on discussions (albeit desultory) 
and reached certain agreement s P In some. oases agreement in principle- only 
...wag reached and no formal document was signed* nevertheless, where agreement 
in- principle was reached I consider myself bound by the agreement (in no case 
dfii I disagree strongly „ in any event) Q Furthermore^ my experiences with GDO 
(which existed quite happily without 'a* written constitution) and as a. resi- 
dent of Canada (most of whose constitution is unwritten), as well as my per- 
sonal preferences - 9 lead me to feel that an informal agreement Is preferable 
' to- 'a legalistic written one» In any event « the following arrangements may be 
considered to be a realitys 

The Miller Numbers will henceforth convert to the system used for • 
identifying variants in the North American Variant Bank, The designators 
are assigned to variants by the head of the HAYB and published in ARIA; the 
designators for postal games are appended thereto by the 'MO, 

. ' -2 0 The head pf the HAVE and the .'WC have the right to veto each other's 
choice of successor* (In the current situation, this means that X/.\fcLll seek 
Rod B s agreement before filling the post of Vice-Custodian which I' have va- 
cated) * , 

-3o ^f either the HNC or NAVB head becomes inactive without appointing 
a successor, the other may temporarily, assume the other's functions on an 
emerganey basis and hand them over to a successor as soon as one is found 0 
(Note that again no formal definition'-, of "inactive" has been arrived at; I 
am not sure that one is needed,,) 

Greg informs me that he "never formally agreed to" item 3* nevertheless 
his agreement In principle is good enough for me„ Rod Walker's action in 
deciding that G-reg had become "inactive" is, to my mind, consistent with item 
3 above; as well, Greg implicitly approved the action, subject to Rod's ac- 
ceding to my assumption of the IMG post (which he has done) 9 In a letter to 
me Q I am going to confirm the Miller Numbers which Rod assigned (where pos- 
sible, and subject to any assignments Greg made ~* I have not yet gone over 
the material in detail) „ In the light of the above agreement, I do not see 
Rod's action as a "usurpation" (as it has been described in some quarters) 
but rather as a legitimate emergency measure v justified in the ' circumstances 
and Implicitly approved after the fact by Greg „ 

Jate Lines: The masthead date of this issue is October 13, As it is now Octo- 
ber " 12 "and I have yet to research and type up the Ms assigned during the hia- 
tus and game completions therein 9 plus do whatever "extra" writing I ean„ I 
hardly expect this to be mailed on" that date; and it looks like a busy week 
shaping up thereafter. However, I do not plan to let deadlines become a 
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Midler Number Des^^ ators (O ld ..Style ) r Ag.qign.ed.. Since last Issue ; choral 

jo — Deadman Diplomacy 

— Vacation Diplomacy 
Jq. - World War Illb 
jv — German Politomacy 

Milder Numbers Assigned Sinc e Last Issue : 

This listing consists of games which have been brought to my attention, 
plus numbers assigned by Rod Walker during the hiatus, I have not yet gotten 
to the point of seeking out games which have not yet been assigned a number 
(be they old or current games) „ lhat comes next; and of course I'd appreci- 
ate any information anyone could supply* 
•. -\. 

1977AUco (Abstraction II). STABSANZEIGER (for lineup see Game Completions), 

1 977AVco . jC Abstraction XI) „ ' STABSAUZEIGER (for lineup see Game Completions). 

197ffifca< (Abstraction II),. STABSMZEI GER 0 Starting lineup not yet received, 

1978W.1r (German Politomacy). STABSAN ZEI GER (for lizteup see Game Completions.) 

1-979S t 1h (Holocaust), ST. GEORGE & THE DRAG01T (Bob Sargeant) . Africa, Glenn 
Leaders' Australia, Dennis Sulabergerj Canada-, John Sokol; China, Fred Hyatt; 
Europe, David Hooton; Japan, Chuck Price; Russia, Eugene Paulson; South Amer- 
ica, Steve McLendon; U„S.A«, George Eyfrom. 

KCbb. (Multiplicity) > STABSAN ZEI GER (for lineup see Game Completions). 

1980Pno (Deadman), VOIKERY/ANDERIMG (Bob Amett) * Austria* Eric Osog; England, 
r 7ad*eDudley; Prance, Al Ronderos; Germany 9 David Carter; Italy, Keith Marcer; 
Russia, David Arnott; Turkey, Tony Strickland. 

1 9800; no (Deadman), YOIKERW AN DERM G ' ( Bob Amett). Austria, George Leritte; 
England, Preeman Gilbert; Prance, Paul Goodrich; Germany, Dave Barker; Italy, 
Dennis Walker; Russia, John Kador; Turkey, D.S. Palter* 

1980Rnjo (Deadman), V0LKERWA1IDERIMG (Roy Henricksi, Austria, Mark Lew; England, 
MckKusson; Prance, Stephen Kiser; Germany, Kevin Koalowski; Italy, Kirby 
Garrett; Russia, Clark Reynolds; Turkey, John Vielmann, 

1980S jb (Machiavelli, ?' scenario), EITVOY. (Roy Henricks) 9 Austria, Glenn Over- 
Vy; Florence, ? McConnell; Prance, ? Pelliccia; Milan, '? Swider; Naples, ? 
Horn; Papacy, ? Goodrich; Turkey, ? Scott; Venice, I» 0 Boudon, 

IggQTip (Vacation Diplomacy). BIGTMER MAGAZINE (subline of i-iURD'RING MINI- 
STERS)" "(? GM)o Austria, Al Rodriguez;. England, Ron Brown; Prance, ? Williams; 
Germany, Bob Arnett; Italy, Jack Masters; Russia, ? Grabar; Turkey, Jim Bum- 
pass. 

198QU ( ib (Machiavelli, 1453 scenario). SKOGim'S SY/ORD (Tom Swider)', Austria, 
Keith Kendall; Florence, Peter Ansoff; Prance, Dan Palter; Milan, Don Schwartz 
Naples, Kevin Welsh; Papacy, Ben Schilling; Turkey- Paul Goodrich: Venice, 
Scott Siaith, 1 
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IggOVJg (Blind Diplomacy)* WHY ME? (Lee Kendter) , Austria, Vern Sehaller-,:-: 
England, John Kador; Prance, Karl Schuets; Germany, Art Schleinkofer; Italy, 
Phil Cooper; Russia, Jerry Huto; Turkey, Li./tLcGraftaghan. 

1980jys (Blind Diplomacy)* WHY ME? (Lee Kendter) e Austria, Walt Aucott; 
ISnglandj Robert Stimmel; France, Steve UcLendon; Germany, Jack Brav.ra.er; 
Italy, John Michalski; Russia, Jack Fleming; Turkey, 2d Tucker 0 

IffiOXJg (Blind Diplomacy) D WHY ME? (Karl Sohuets). Austria, J?hil Cooper; 
England, Bill Hart; France, Daniel io&wenstern; Germany, David Pierce;. Italy, 
Fred Townsend; Russia, Steve Cartier; Turkey, Bee Kendter 0 

1^8gy^ (World War Illbh ST. GEORGE & THE DRAGOH (Bob' Sergeant) (Gamestart 
waTin IPLTIEfG DUTCHMAN (Jack Brawner) but first Reason- was in above c ) Argen- 
tina, Bill BaPosse; Australia, Bill Thompson; Brazil, Michael Mills; Canada, 
Stephen d J Alessandro; China,- Jo Remillard; Egypt , Bern Sampson; European Com- 
mon Market, Mark Stevens; India, Dale Kemper; Japan, Vern Schaller: Peru, 
Charles Miller; U.S.A., Tom Thorasen; U.S.S.R., BiLll Buck; U*S„A 0 : (that pre- 
vious "U.S.A." Is Union of South Africa) ,• Jim Yer key; Warsaw Pact, George 
Pyfrom; W.A.F fl8 Roscoe McPherren Q 

|98pZda; (Atlantica II) 0 S TABSAil ZEI GER (for lineup see Game Completions) <>/ 
198JAftf08 (formerly 1931Aja; see last issue)* 

ig81BTDw02 (formerly 1931B^b; see last issue) * ■ - ■' ' 

ISgJCnaOg, (formerly 1981G51; see last issue) . 
12JUBJl21 (formerly 1901Djm; see last Issue),. 
1981Erm2g (formerly !981EJn; see last Issue), 

1^81?fn02 (Song of the flight). JIHAD! (Glenn Overby) 0 A; Hark Larzelere; B: 
^anTaT^er; C: David Anderson; D: Michael Crane 5 E: Richard Carlson; P: Deb- 
bie Osborne, 

1981GghQ3 (Colonia V), SWORD AIID SCIUITAR (subzine of WHITESTOiJIA) . (Bob Kluge) 
Aua'iriav Don Bitter; China, Eugene Pro aniz; England, ? Zipper; Prance p Karl 
Schuetz; Netherlands, ? Burden; Ottoman Empire, ? Wilson; Portugal, Pred 
Hyatt; Spain, ? Mathlas 0 . 

1981^01 (Jimmu)o Ei-IHAIII MACHA (Michael Jills)? Aomori, Keith Mercer; Pukui, 
EST 'Palter; Hakodate, Eric Brain; Kobe, Chuck Scott; Nagasaki, Jack Masters; 
Tokyo, Glenn Overby* 

128^2022. (Mercator III). JIHAD I (Glenn Overby) 0 Argentina, John Maraden; 

Austria, Dan Wilson; Brazil, Ton Monaghan; China? Debbie Osborne; England, 
Peter McDonald; Pran&9 0; Steven Davie s -Morris ; Germany, Pred Winter; India, 
Ton Butcher; Italy, David Anderson; Japan , Marion Bates: Russia, Don Del 
Grande; Turkey, Dan Palter a 

198-)J-peQ2 (Excalibur)a OUTPOSTS (Dave Dart) , British, Ian Wright; Picts, An- 
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drew Poole; Soots , Graham Llason; Saxons, Andy tiurbyj Angles, Steve Harvey; 
Jutes, Chris Barrows; Frisians, Steve Rawson, 

1981Kts01 (Downfall. etc). OUTPOSTS (Andy LIurby) 0 Elves, Steve Harvey; 
Dwarves 7*^1 gel Rushton; Condor, Graham lias on; Rohan, Andrew Poole; Sauron, 
David UcClure; Saruman, Chris Barrov/s; Umbar, Andy Ellison; Gandalf , Kevan Daj 

1981LgfQ8 (Small World II-R) 0 OUTPOSTS (Chris Barrows) . Africa, David ncClure; 
China, Graham Mason; Islam, David Sv/ann; North America, Steve Harvey; Russia, 
Kevan Day; South America, David Dart; Western Europe, -Barry T wy cr o s s, ■' 

1981Mcn05 ( Cline 9-player IV) 9 OUTPOSTS (Steve Harvey). Austria, Barry Twy- 
oro'ss; Barbary States, Andrew Poole; England, Dave Dart; France, Kevan Day; 
Germany, Dave Swann? Italy, Graham Mason; Persia, Andy Ellison; Russia, Andy 
Murby; Turkey, Steve Rawson, 

1981NrdQ7 (Kriegsplomacy) * No zine (computer network) (Don Woods). Austria, 
Chuck Eeinstein; England, ^d Baines; France, Steve Quart erman; Germany, Allen 
Wells; Italy, Mary Deck; Russia, Doug Lenat; Turkey , Andy Daniels 0 

19810pe04, (Gesta Danorum, 4-player "historic 11 scenario) „ RUNES TONE (John Dee- 
Danes, Dan R 0 Wilson; Mercians,/ Ere d Weideneyerj " 



derj a Danes, Dan Ro Wilson; Mercians Ere d Weideneyerj Northumbrians , Hugh 
Polley; West Saxons, Dave Pengelly, 

1981Prb21 (Second Chance), DIJ^E OP MOHTY (Don Del Grande) a Austria, uike Barno 
England, Mike Rollin; France, Mark Dew; Germany, Dick Hart in; Italy, Richard 
Carlson; Russia, Jeff Hoto; Turkey, David J. Carter 0 



12S12gS2S (Conquest of the Hew World II) 0 SilAEUi (Ronald J Q Brown). England, 
Ered Davis; France* George mills; Indians, Chip Charnley; Portugal, Steve 
Hutton; Spain, Dan R, Wilson, 



Addenda _and t C o r rigenda : 

19800 ,1k (Proxy Plomacy) » VOICE OP DOOM (Bruce Linsey) . Austria, David J> Cart- 
er; England, Mark Darzelere; Prance, Kkvlftn^urnar; Germany, Paul Rauterberg; 
Italy, Kerry Blant; Russia, Scott Haiber; Turkey, Robert 01sen o ' 



Game Completions Since Past Issue 



Auu- 
dro? liar 



I977AUC0 (Abstraction II) 0 STAESAHZEIG-ER (Axel and Hartmut Halfmeier) 
trla, (Jhristopher Schunok (out Hov 16); England, Wilfried Dingel (dro. 
17), c.do (out Sep 17); Prance,; Horst John (v/on mar 18); Germany, Karlheinz 
Miller; Italy, UJf Beyersdorff; Russia, Willy Cliristensen (dro? Jul 17), c»d 0 , 
Turkey, Helmut Vogel 0 

Aug NovEeb Llay Aug Nov Peb May Aug Nov Eeb May Aug Nov Feb 

j _i£ ^'^L2k ^^L5*'-l* -15 .1.7 ,.17 1_X . lg 

Austria 7 6 7 3 5 5 3 11 ~ 
England 6 7 8 8 9 9 10 -- 8 6 5 3 1 

Prance 5 5 6 8 9 9 10 '10 12 14 16 19 20 21 23 won Mar 18 
Germany 666533455555 8 11 10 
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Italy 

Russia 

Turkey 



6 
7 
7 



5 

7 
7 



5 6 
8 . 11 

4 3 



7 

12 

3 



5 
13 
1 



5 

16 
1 



5 
16 

t 



5 
16 
1 



7 

14 
1 



12 
1 



10 
'! 
3 



977AYCQ (Abstraction II). STABSANZEIGER (Axel and Hartmut Halfaeier.) «_Aus- 
la, 



Began August 1977; ended May 1931 
co (Abstraction II). STABSAi 

Werner Vogel (out Mar 15); England 9 Rainer Htiller (out Aug IS); Prance, 
Wllfried Dljigel^%4r#i^ep 15); Germany, Die tmar Piohl (drew Sep 15); Italy, 
i&atthiias John (drew Sep 15); Russia, "Ulr I ch Hausraann (drew Sep 15); Turkey, 
Horet John (drew .Sep 15)* 

Aug Nov Feb May Aug Drawn toy player vote 0 ; ; 

Began October 1977? ended March 1979 »' : 



Austria 


5 


■1 










England 


7 




3 


1 






Prance 


5 


5 


6 


7 


8 


drew 


Germany 


6 


9 


10 


11 


12 


drew 


.Italy 


6 


S 


8 


8 


7 


drew 


Russia 


8 


9 


10 


10 


10 


drew 


Turkey 


5 


6 


8 


9 


9 


drew 



1978Wfrg (German Politomacy) „ STABSMZEIGER (Axel and Hartmut Halfmeier) 0 CDU: 
.etmar Pfohl (won -W8?) % PDP; Knut Michael Wolf (out P86) ; UED: Helmut Vogel; 
SEDs Uli Hauamann (out W82) ; SPDs Joachim Hagenguth 0 



78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 
CDU <5 7 8 10 12 11 11 11 12 T? 
PDP 1112111-11- 
HPD 5 5 6 7 11 12 12 12 12. 10 
SED 5 6 5 4 " 
SPD 5*42111112 



won 



Began &ay 1978; ended May '1980, 



1g7gTbb (Multiplicity) « STAB3MZEIGER' (Axel and Hartmut Halfmeier)* Austria, 
Ivonrad^Baiimeister (dro? PQ4) * c o d 0 (out WQ5) ; Sngland, Herat John; Prance, 
Christoph Schunck; Germany, Harald Voigt; Ita.ly p Dietmar Pfohl (won WO 5) » 
Russia, Helmut Vogel; Turkey 5 Andreas Steding (dro? P0j5) 5 .c o d 0 (out W05) • 



Austria 

England 

Prance 

Germany 

Italy 

Russia 

Turkey 



2122 22 

ni 1 - 

5 4 3 2 2 

5 5 5 6 7 

6 7 9 8 4 
5 7 11 13 20 
5 5 2 11 

3 3 3 3 - 



Began August 1979; ended Kay 1981 



won 



1?80Vje (Blind Diplomacy) 0 WHY LIE? (Lee Kendter), Austria, Vera Schaller (dre^ 
"^OB ) ; England 9 John Kador (out W04) ; Prance, Karl Schuetz (drew S08) ; Germany, 
Art Schleinkofor (drew S08) * Italy, Phil Cooper; Russia, Jerry kuto (out W04J \ 
Turkey, M, LIcGranaghan (res S03) 9 Dave Arnot'fco 



01 02 03 
Austria 5' 6 2 
England 4 3 1 
France 5 5 7 



0^ 06 07 08 
5 8 9 8 drew 



Dra^m "by player vote, S08 



8 9 9 9 



drew 
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Germany 5 7 8 10 111115 drew 
Italy 4 5 4 4-4 43 
Russia 6 4 2 - 
Turkey 4 4 4 3 2 1 1 

19gQW.ig (Blind Diplomacy), WHY LIE? (lee Kendter) „ Austria, Walt Aueott (out 
W03; ; England , Robert Stimmel \ (.out W06) ; Prance, Steve HcLendon (drew W06?) ; 
Germany, Jack Brawner (dro K) 4) , c<>d ft ; Italy, John Uichalski; Russia, Jack 
Fleming (drewW06?); Turkey, Ed Tucker, 

Draw by player vote (?), W06(?)« 



drew 



drew 



1Q81NrdO? (Kriegsplomaoy) 4 llo sine (computer network) (Don Woods) 3 Austria, 
Chuck Feinstein (drew Y/05) ; England, Ed .Baines; France, Steve Quarterman; 
Germany, Allen Wells 3 Italy. Mary Beck (out WQ5) * Russia, Doug Denat; Tur- 
key, Andy Daniels ( drew Y/05 J * . 

21 02 03 04 05 Drawn "by player concession" <, 

Austria 4578 To drew 

England 3 4 5 4 3 

France 5 5 4 5 2 

Germany 3 4 4 5 3 

Italy 5 5 3 1 - 

Russia 4 5 4 3 4 

Turkey 5 6 7 8 12 drew 

Any information on completed games would be vastly appreciated, especi- 
ally if the statistics are digested in the format used above * 



' , .fit 02 02 0£0£06 

Austria 3 1- 

England 4 3 3 2 1 - 

Prance 4 6 6 7 9 10 

Germany 5 7 6 4 4 2 

Italy 4 4 6 6 7 8 

Russia 7 7 8 10 10 12 

Turkey 4 6 5 5 3x 2 



Well, that's done! It took ma much longer than I expected to bring the 
statistics up to date (including retyping of a great deal of the pages) , but 
from here on I expect the job to be simpler , now that I*ve got more of a 
handle on things,, 

Meanwhile, now I can get to what I hope will be a regular- feature of L0H, 
I hope other variant GHs will see fit to contribute* I tt d like to see this 
feature written fcy GMs (current or former) and slanted towards Glas 
to decide what variants to GM and, to some extent, towards players trying' 
to decide what variants to play in Q 

Izr?this and future issues I plan to cover all variants which I have 
GHed, of my own design and others 0 Some games which look good at first 
glance turn out to be not so good in play, and vice versa* This sort of in- 
formation 9 based on direct personal experience, "Should be valuable for GHs 
and players * 
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ghe i ;;iowdqwn" (Toeing an informal look at the characteristics of certain vari- 
ants in "postal play) . ■■. •- : ., 

Youngs. town VIII (designed "by Dick Vedder) ■ Shis is the only one of the popu- 
lar idiingstb\m series which i*ve GMed; it's an expanded version, bringing in 
an extra continent (Africa), an extra- combatant (Transvaal) and an extra- 
complicated set of fleet rules * 

On the whole 5 I like the game* It does have definite drawbacks both in- 
trinsically and po s tally, but I like it c There*s lots. of action, and -'lots 
of room for strategy;. I can't put my 'finger on specific reasons other. -than 
that; it's just a good mix, for the most part,, — 

On the debit "side, from the players 8 point of view, is that Transvaal 
has little to -do. dither than expand, for quite a while; it starts small "and 
has little contact with neighbours, thus there* s not much to negotiate for 
(of course, this means also that Transvaal likely will never be eliminated 
early, either), Germany doesn 8 t have much to do 9 either; it takes no part 
in the colonial races and plays basically its traditional role, likely a 
drawback to the variant fan who seeks variety „ '■'■.''■"■'■' ^v r / r --; 

Prom a GM's point of view 9 consider: the game I 9 m GHlng has been running 
for over 3i years 9 real time 0 23 players have been involved in the game ' so 
far„ There are- $2 units on the board* It takes sie at least two hours to GM 
and type up a season; even then, because of the vast number of '"units and' (es- 
pecially) the off -board-box fleet rules* there^s rarely a season without a 
GMing or typographical error, often causing game delays <, ' . 

Any GM considering running Youngs town VII (or any large-scale game ,'/. for 
that matter) should be prepared to stick at it for- years, and to spend a lot 
of time in ad judlcatlngp- He must be strong on the tactical adjudication' end 
(anyone who. makes • lots of GI£2s in simpler games should forget Youngstown) 0 
He must have a healthy standby list, a3 there* s lots of attrition, tnv k game 
that lasts so longo " l \". 

But, as I said, I like the game e ,.* 

-Dalarna II (designed by John feeder) 0 This is the first variant I created „ 
TP's "Basecf on Fletcher Pratt's fantasy novel The V/ell of the Unicom ;( it- 
self loosely based on medieval Scandinavia) . As far as I°m concerned, it's 
a loser, although one other GM, iiiohel Jjiesnard, has (against my advice) 
run at least one postal 'section* I myself have GMed it twice postally fl 

The problems are that it 3 s . deficient in both strategy and tactics,, The 
number of supply centres is small compared to the number of powers, so no 
power has a chance to grow fast and to command many units 0 The strategic end 
is governed by the relationship between the Emperor end Loyal powers; the. 
powers which rebel are prho's en- .randomly at intervals throughout the game. Only 
the rebels and the Emperor have a chance to have fun; the loyalists are. gov- 
erned by pretty rigid constraints,, 

If you really like the novel, you might enjoy the game as a simulation; 
but it's not a good game In itself, as far as I'm concerned « 

Df ado chl V/Triu myirat e/lmpe.rat or/ ( designe d by £Ick Vedder) 0 This trio of 
vaHants uses' ^ET°'s^9boarTr"with different rules for different eras in 
ancient mediterranean hi story „ 

I've Giled Imperator twice* In both cases, the Emperor won overwhelming- 
ly in two game-years o The only way for the Emperor to lose would be due to 
an immediate all-out assault from all the other players. Thus the diplomatic 
element of the game Is non-existent * This sceario is not worth playing with- 
in continued on p 0 10; 
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(continued from p„ 3) strait jacket; if that ivere the case, I would never 
have taken on the Job* 

(Uuch later) You'll note that the masthead date Is October 12? X •m tipp- 
ing this October 25, and hope to finish the issue today „ Shows you what can 
happen 0 o « 



KNQ\VN GAME OPETOIGS ; Currently we have the anomalous situation of two publi- 
cations, both listing current game openings , with special emphasis on vari- 
ants, both available for a stamped self-adressed envelope from their re- 
spective keepers, both called KNOWN GALIE OPBHIHGS, ITo point in going into 
how this schism arose; take your choice of either Rod Walker, Alcala, 1273 
Crest Dr«, Sncinitas, CA 92024, USA, or Robert E, Sacks, 4861 Broadway, 
New York, M 10034, USA, . 



Tfoe Iipwdown (continued from p. 10) out major revisions, 

'the other two scenarios were both GHed once and turned out to be competi- 
tive,, I enjoyed them (mind you, this is a favourite period of history for 
me) a The special rules simulated the period well and spiced up the -game as 
well, I thought* (£or example, In Triumvirate one player went from 7 to 23 
units overnight and won the game)) 

A couple of drawbacks: both scenarios start slowly, as the players are 
not in immediate contact, and spend a couple of gameyears .just building up 
forces 5 also, the game tends toward large numbers of units (in Triumvirate, 
for example, at game end 55 units were /divided between four players), which . 
can make for slow adjudications and lots of errors if the GM is not strong 
tactically* 

Within these limits, I fountf the Diadochi V and Triumvirate scenarios 
fun to Giiu 

I'm sure many GMs out there are well qualified to assess various vari- 
ants they ft ve GKedo Please be objective; please contribute! Anyone with ideas 
for other IiQH features, please let me loiowJ Articles, letters of comment, 
etc * , are welcome <» 

Publishers sending me issues containing gamestarts, gameends, etc., 
please make a note on the outside to draw my attention to the fact, to make 
sure that nothing is overlooked 0 

CHILiO ♦ 

A. John R. Leeder, 
121 19th Ave, HE, 
Calgary, Alta, , 
Canada T2E 1N9 
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